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Greetings in Christ!

Perhaps you have been pondering the possibilities of a new challenge. Maybe the changes that we’ve all 
experienced over the past few years have you thinking about your future, and what God has next for you. 
Perhaps someone you know has sent this packet to you and asked you to consider this opportunity. No 
matter what the reason, we’re grateful for you.

We have shared some of our story and hearts in these words and pictures. We have done our best to 
describe who we are, where we live, and what might await the next chapter of our life together under our new 
pastor. They describe some of our journey as a family of God. If in your reading, you sense a connection to 
how God is at work through us, we hope you will respond by sharing some of your story with us.
We have been praying for you. And we hope that you will pray for us as we eagerly and patiently wait for 
God’s leading to provide our next pastor.

The Pastoral Search Committee
Grace Pasadena Church 
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Our Story

Grace Pasadena began in the Pitres’ home as they hosted weekly gatherings to pray 
for and share the vision for this new church. They desired to reach young urban, 
highly educated people making Pasadena their home, as this demographic seemed 
to be one searching for answers of faith or for a community to encourage them in 
their faith. Grace Pasadena was being formed into a place where the skeptic could 
engage, the wanderer could find rest, and the newly arrived could find friendships. 

God’s amazing grace has sustained Grace Pasadena 
throughout our history. Our story began in 2004 from 
conversations Brannin and Tanya Pitre had with 
like-minded friends for a new PCA church in the Los 
Angeles area. That blossomed into the Pitres’ moving 
to Pasadena in the spring of 2005. 

The Pitres wanted to reach new generations of young adults, transplants to 
the city, new sociocultural groups, and the unchurched—all searching for a 
connected and intentional community. The church was named Grace Pasadena 
out of a desire for the church and her people to be known as gracious to the 
city in the name of Jesus. By grace, God has caused some of the initial seeds 
planted in those early gatherings to bear fruit. 
 

By the fall of 2007, Grace had outgrown the Pitre home and sought space in 
the heart of Pasadena. Through various connections, Grace built a friendship 
and partnership with the Pasadena Senior Center in Old Town Pasadena. The 
Senior Center was a unique space, with plenty of room for a community to 
grow. Weekly worship there began in December 2007 and continues today. 
We’re thankful for this partnership and the various ways we’ve been able to 
bless each other. We still call the Senior Center home today.
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Throughout the years, Grace has entered into the rhythms of Pasadena, especially 
the dynamic of people coming and going for education and work opportunities. We’ve 
received and sent out various leaders who have blessed our community in countless 
ways. We’re thankful for the faithful volunteers, staff, and pastors who have shaped our 
understanding of grace. Our two most recent big leadership transitions were the Pitre 
family leaving Grace Pasadena after 18 years of love and service to our community, and 
assistant pastor Marc Choi and his family moving back to New York City after nearly six 
years of serving our congregation.
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We’re grateful for the gifted and godly leaders who serve our church diligently and 
are eager to receive, raise up, and send off new leaders in the future. We’ve been 
blessed to have a solid foundation for the next group of leaders to build upon. 
We’re hopeful that Grace Pasadena will continue to be a place where we can 
experience and extend the grace of the gospel in deeper and greater ways in the 
next chapter of our life together.  

Park Ministry
 Each week, volunteers bring sack lunches to hand-deliver to our unsheltered 
neighbors who pass through Memorial Park, which borders where we meet at the 
Senior Center. Through this simple act of service, we form deeper connections 
with our community and have helped some friends acquire cell phones, get 
prescriptions, and find housing. 

Our Ministries

During this season of transition, we are led by a 
strong, stable staff, including Assistant Pastor Ben 
Ewen, who has been with us for nearly a decade, and 
Interim Pastor John Stone.

Grace Pasadena celebrates life together in several substantive ways to help us 
experience and extend the grace of the gospel. We experience God’s grace weekly 
through a robust, historic liturgy, which embodies the story of the Gospel through 
vibrant music, communal prayers, engaging sermons, and weekly communion. 
Also, we extend the grace of Christ through several growing ministries: 
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City Groups 
Our life as a church, which begins in Sunday worship, is nurtured through local 
community groups, which we call City Groups. City Groups usually meet weekly for 
discussion, prayer, and fellowship at a group member’s home (or, for one group, on 
Zoom) and range in size from 8 to 12 men and women from different backgrounds 
and walks of life. 

Women’s Ministry 
Our women gather weekly for Bible study and coordinate quarterly events and an 
annual weekend retreat. We’re grateful for the amazing group of Grace Pasadena 
women who bless our church, their households, and our wider community through 
their many gifts. 

Men’s Ministry 
Our men gather weekly for Bible study and connect at a variety of events throughout 
the year. We’re blessed to have gifted and godly men who love and serve our 
community in life-giving ways.

Children/ Family Ministry 
We believe children learn how to be lovers and worshipers of God by learning from 
adults, both in teaching and example and building relationships with them. At Grace 
Pasadena, we intentionally include our children in the life of our church so that they 
know this church belongs to them too. We’re privileged to see a growing number of 
children participate in the life of Grace.

Youth Ministry 
Grace is committed to engaging our teenagers intellectually, relationally, and 
spiritually by seeing them as integral to the life of our congregation. We love 
including them in our regular gatherings and also offer youth-focused gatherings, 
Bible studies, retreats, outings, and service events.
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1 Wise Counselor (a congregationally approved non-voting session member) 

155 Members

10 Single Members (the rest are married or married with children)

76 Men

6 Staff Members

79 Women

5 Ruling Elders  

4 Deacons and Deaconesses

4 City Groups

Our Demographics

Grace Pasadena has 155 members and an additional 40 regular 
attendees. Our average Sunday service is 150.  



Grace Pasadena | Senior Pastor Candidate Packet 8 GRACE PASADENA

Our City

Welcome to Pasadena! Do you know the real LA?

In film and TV, we know that countless people flock to  Los Angeles for various 
reasons, the most common being the pursuit of fame. The media shows LA as a 
political and socioeconomic battleground. But when you get to know the people who 
live here and love it here, you get the real story.

Los Angeles County is home to 9.7 million 
residents living in 88 distinct municipalities. One 
of those cities is Pasadena, a city with a suburban, 
community feel that’ll make you say, “Wow, this 
gem exists right next to LA?!”

Head north from downtown Los Angeles and toward the mountains on the historic
110 freeway (Arroyo Seco Parkway and California’s first freeway) and in about 15
minutes you’ll find yourself in Pasadena. If you follow Arroyo Seco Parkway to 
its end and turn left, you’ll find us at the Pasadena Senior Center. Our church is 
surrounded by an active downtown scene, Pasadena City Hall (which you might 
recognize from the show “Parks and Rec”), and a quiet park where one of our 
ministry teams hands out lunches as a way to connect with people experiencing 
homelessness or just need a bite to eat.

If you’re coming from a big city like NYC, Pasadena will feel like an idyllic suburban
town. If you’re coming from a small town, Pasadena will probably feel more like a
movie set of a big city.
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“I have liked the diversity of view points in California. I 
don’t agree with everyone but in general people are open 
to hearing different perspectives and points of view.”
- Kristen Gary, Member (moved from TX to CA)
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 Pasadena hosts a mix of young adults, families, academics from Caltech, civil 
servants, artists, gig workers, rocket scientists at JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory), 
and people who work in entertainment. Additionally, Pasadena is home to Fuller 
Seminary and Providence Christian College; we happily count many of their students 
as young people in our church community. 

Our members primarily live in Pasadena, South Pasadena, Altadena, La Cañada 
Flintridge, La Crescenta, Montrose, Glendale, and Eastside Los Angeles. They may 
be different neighborhoods, but they all have a similar suburban feel, as opposed to 
the beach-y vibes in West Los Angeles neighborhoods (Santa Monica, Venice).

If you’re a college football fan then you already know we have the Rose Bowl, 
surrounded by the beautiful Brookside Park. There you can enjoy playgrounds, 
exercise stations, and even golf! Young families enjoy the Kidspace Museum, which 
has a good mix of indoor and outdoor activities. Drive down the road and you’ll 
discover The Huntington Botanical Garden, a massive estate turned into a beautiful 
garden and museum.

Myth-busted: LA/Pasadena
Depending on the news channel, LA is either a “failed 
socialist wasteland full of liberals” (and “giant trash 
receptacle”) or a “sunny paradise run by beautiful 
people.” But like many of us at Grace Pasadena who 
are transplants, you’ll start to meet the residents, visit 
different neighborhoods, eat the wide variety of cuisines, 
and realize—“huh, this place kind of feels like any other 
big town. Maybe the news wasn’t right at all.” Our 
church members span the socioeconomic and political 
spectrum, but we’re able to worship as one body of 
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“In some respects it’s actually friendlier than the Midwest. Nobody 
here cares who your people are or what high school you went to.” 

- Bob Street, Elder  (moved from MO to CA)
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Pasadena is a unique blend of suburban charm and urban sophistication, rich in 
cultural history and community spirit. But despite this, it is still a hurting and wounded 
city. We have the history of the 210 freeway, which displaced a disproportionate 
number of black families from their homes to accommodate wealthy, white residents. 
Surrounding many of its stunning works of architecture, Pasadena’s inhabitants can be 
seen experiencing homelessness because of economic hardship, discrimination, failed 
entertainment dreams, or drug addiction, and so on. 

Despite facing challenges such as economic disparity and homelessness, Pasadena 
remains a vibrant city with diverse residents, from academics and scientists to 
entertainment professionals. At Grace Pasadena, we celebrate this diversity and 
come together to serve and worship, united in our mission to support and uplift our 
community. 

“While other worldviews lead us to sit in the midst 
of life’s joys, foreseeing the coming sorrows, 
Christianity empowers its people to sit in the midst 
of this world’s sorrows, tasting the coming joy.”

-Tim Keller
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Our Next Chapter

Our mission is to “experience and extend the life-giving grace of 
God as we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ in 
every sphere of life, for our neighborhoods, city and the world.” 
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We see opportunities to broaden and deepen how we extend that grace, through 
vibrant discipleship, expanded fellowship, and sharpened outreach.  We especially value how we experience God’s 

grace, through worship services with a simple, 
intentional, and beautiful liturgy that blends old 
and new, weekly Communion, the rhythms of 
the liturgical calendar, and generous care for one 
another.

Vibrant discipleship

We pursue discipleship in our demographic ministries (children, youth, women, 
and men), Bible studies, seminars, and retreats. These programs are small and 
often need more volunteers but are highly valued by our members. Whether by 
expanding our existing means of discipleship or exploring others, we want to 
deepen our faith and relationships through targeted teaching and practicing of 
spiritual disciplines. 
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Sharpened outreach

We come from various industries, cultural contexts, political viewpoints, approaches 
to family life, and countries of origin. We gather to worship because we are drawn 
to the life-giving grace of the gospel. But a large majority of us grew up in the 
church or have been a Christian for many years. We seek to push against spiritual 
inertia and renew our vision for the least and lost. We want to be challenged to live 
boldly, express our faith courageously, and engage our culture effectively at home, 
work, and in public spaces, to fulfill Christ’s command to go and make disciples of 
all nations.

Expanded fellowship 

Many people find Grace to be a warm, welcoming community. Since we meet in a 
borrowed space, we owe much of our sense of fellowship and connection to our 
City Groups. But City Groups meet outside of church, so visitors who don’t join one 
may not feel as rooted right away, especially those who don’t fit the demographic 
profile of our congregation, which is predominantly married, highly educated, 
financially privileged, longtime Christians. We want to grow in hospitality so more 
people from our community can feel welcome. We also see a need to increase 
church-wide interactions, because the physical layout of our worship space and our 
reliance on City Groups can create social silos.
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In pursuit of our aspirations, we pray for a lead pastor with the following qualities:

1. Discipler within a high-turnover reality

We seek a lead pastor whose primary focus will be shepherding, mentoring, and 
discipling within a high-turnover reality. Many people pass through Grace—new 
transplants who moved for a job or school, local believers looking for a new church, 
and passersby who wander in. At the same time, a sizable group of committed 
members has provided and will continue to provide stability. We seek a lead pastor 
who will deepen the faith of long-term members, nurture newer congregants, and 
convict the hearts of seekers and skeptics.

Our Next Pastor

Being a vision caster and mobilizer is important 
but secondary. More than someone charismatic 
and inspiring, we hope for a pastor who shepherds 
his flock with humility and care, whose presence 
encourages God’s people both from the pulpit and 
in the trenches.  
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2. “Builder” leadership style

We seek a lead pastor who will build upon the good foundation that has been 
established—a “builder” leadership style, rather than a “planter” or “maintainer” 
style. Although some of our ministries are robust and well established (worship, 
administration, City Groups), other ministries (discipleship, mercy, children, youth, 
women’s, men’s), especially volunteer-led ones, are less established or have been 
affected by turnover and lack of resources. 

We seek someone who is energized by the challenge and opportunity of executing 
new or unfulfilled ideas within existing structures. We pray that our next lead 
pastor will engage in a healthy way with current leaders and staff, empower new 
leaders, cultivate financial resources, and guide Grace Pasadena with humility and 
dependence on the Holy Spirit

3. Cultural competence

We seek a lead pastor who is adept at engaging with the diversity of cultures 
found in our congregation and city—racial, socioeconomic, political—through lived 
experience, ministry experience, or both. We hope for a pastor who is aware of his 
cultural blind spots and has the sensitivity to engage with those who are culturally 
different or less familiar to him.

Other qualifications: 

- Currently ordained or ordainable in the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
- At least 10 years of experience in a like-minded church or ministry. 
- Interested in leading Grace Pasadena for the next 10+ years.
- Fulfills the qualities of elders outlined in 1 Timothy 3.
- Experience that fits within an urban context.
- Experienced in leadership development.
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Thank you for your interest! Review of 
applications will begin immediately and 
continue until the position is filled. 

Application deadline is November 1, 2024

Step 1
Please provide a cover letter, resume, and answers to the questions below. Please limit your 
responses to no more than 3 pages total.  

1. As you have considered this role and researched Grace Pasadena, what stands out about 
our church that matches your gifting and your passions?

2. Please share a specific way that the risen Christ is ministering his grace to you in this 
season of your life. 

3. Please share some dynamics of both personal and ministry growth over the past several 
years and how these experiences might be leading you toward this role. 

4. What’s something that excites you from reading our packet? What are some things that 
caught your attention that you’d like to unpack with us?   

5. What aspects of ministry are the most life-giving to you and what aspects are the most 
draining?

6. Is there anything else to know about your story that would be helpful for us to know as we 
consider your candidacy?

Step 2
Please use the following format to label all attachments: FirstnameLastname_Resume.
(Examples: JohnSmith_CoverLetter | JohnSmith_Resume | JohnSmith_Questions)

Step 3
Send all attachments as PDFs to psc@gracepasadena.org  

Priority consideration will be given to applications received before October 15, 2024. 

Special acknowledgment: The search committee would like to thank Nina Russo and her generous 
contribution of the church photographs used in this packet. (www.ninarusso.com)

How to Apply:

mailto:psc@gracepasadena.org
http://www.ninarusso.com
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The Pastoral Search Committee

Ashley Corey
Ashley and her husband Anders have been a part of Grace Pasadena for 4 years. They moved to 
the area in 2020 after living in Boston. They have 2 children (2-year-old daughter and a baby boy 
due in September). They live in South Pasadena and when they aren’t chasing their toddler around, 
they love finding the best food and wine in the Pasadena/South Pas/Altadena area. Ashley is a 
Recruiter for The Walt Disney Company. They participate in weekly city groups and volunteer in 
children’s ministry. 

Adrian Ariosa
Adrian and his wife Doki are originally from Makati, Philippines and have resided in the 
Glendale/Pasadena area since 2015. They have been members of Grace Pasadena for 6 
years and both serve in the music team. Adrian works as an architectural designer while Doki 
runs an Etsy shop selling small gift items. They both love art and music and enjoy visiting 
museums whenever in a new city. 

Caroline Paules
Caroline Paules is a Southern California native, growing up in Ventura County and moving to Pasadena almost 
10 years ago to study mechanical engineering at the California Institute of Technology. She became a Christian 
and was baptized in the eighth grade, learning to love apologetics and the discussion of difficult topics. She has 
enjoyed serving from “behind the scenes” as a deaconess at Grace and as Caltech’s christian group’s service 
organizer. Caroline is especially thankful to serve in Grace’s Park Ministry, our weekly lunch service to low-
income neighbors, which directly influenced her current job as a startup co-founder designing and installing off-
grid Micro-homes for unhoused people in Los Angeles County. She loves houseplants, the Huntington Library, 
and dim sum. 

Carolyn Kim
Carolyn was born in Southern California and spent her elementary school years in Seattle, then middle school and high 
school in the San Francisco Bay Area.  College and optometry school brought her back to the Los Angeles area where 
she met her husband, Cameron. Cameron serves as an LAPD sergeant.  She and her husband have lived in Pasadena 
for 21 years and been members of Grace for 15 of those years. They have three internationally adopted children, Shayne, 
Norah and Toby, all three now teenagers.  Carolyn was blessed with the opportunity to homeschool her kids for 9 years, 
just recently hanging up her homeschool teacher hat. She continues to practice optometry part-time.  At Grace, Carolyn 
has served in the nursery, taught elementary Sunday school and been part of several city groups.  She loves the way food 
brings people together and is the first to volunteer to organize food for fellowships. If word gets out that you know your way 
around the kitchen, she may hit you up to join the fierce and friendly competition at the annual chili-cook-off!
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The Pastoral Search Committee

Kristen Gary
Kristen and her husband, Josh, are native Texans (6+ generations of Texas roots!) who moved to LA for Josh’s work in June of 
2021.  They settled in the town of La Cañada Flintridge, just down the 210 Freeway from Pasadena, and were fortunate to quickly 
find a welcoming faith community at Grace Pasadena. Kristen and Josh have been married for 22 years and have 3 sons, Liam (17), 
Brooks (14), and Lachlan (8), who all attend public schools in La Cañada. In addition to managing life with 3 boys and 2 dogs (Birdie 
and Rooster), Kristen has worked at McKinsey and Company for nearly 20 years, spending the bulk of her career in Professional 
Development.  Kristen and her family spend much of their free time exploring all that California has to offer-- hiking the area trails, 
checking out the beaches, and skiing at Mammoth.  

Paul Schissler
Paul Schissler is a comedian married to Esther, a therapist. They moved to LA by 
way of NYC and have 3 sons. In NYC they attended Redeemer and were both 
involved with the Gotham leadership program. They’re glad to be in sunny California 
close to friends and family.

Sam Park
Sam and his wife Helen have been attending Grace since 2019. They have been married for 6 years and have 3 
children: Silas (4), Eleanor (2), and Caleb (1). Sam is a So Cal native. He grew up in La Palma, a small city in north 
Orange County, and studied economics and religion in college at the University of Southern California. He met Helen 
at Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in New York City, while they were students at Columbia University. Sam works 
as a lawyer for the California Department of Financial Protection and Innovation and serves in Grace’s children’s 
ministry, teaching 2s, 3s, and 4s. Over the years, he has lived in various parts of LA (Lincoln Heights, Koreatown, 
Porter Ranch) but now calls La Crescenta home.

Robert (Bob) Street
Bob has served on the Grace Pasadena Session as a Ruling Elder since 2020.
Bob works at a firm that helps large organizations solve business and technology challenges.  His wife, Chris, 
works at a local university, where she is responsible for ensuring that the university is accessible to individuals 
with disabilities. Bob and Chris have two sons, Samuel (17) and Elliott (15).
Bob’s family moved to Southern California from their hometown of St. Louis, Missouri, in 2016.   The Streets 
found Grace in the PCA directory while looking for a church home after their move, joining as members in 
2018. Bob and Chris have taught children’s Sunday School and hosted/led a small group. Chris serves also 
on Grace’s Finance Committee.
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