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WELCOME
We are excited that you are considering Parish Church in Lafayette, LA to be your new
home and church family. We have been praying over the man who will assume this Senior
Pastor role, leading us into this next chapter. In this packet you will find helpful information
about our church’s mission and values, what we’re looking for in a Senior Pastor, and things
we love about Lafayette and the greater Acadiana area. If you have a question about
something and cannot find the answer here, please don’t hesitate to reach out at
pastorsearch@ourparishchurch.com.

Parish Church is a relatively new and growing church in downtown Lafayette. Joshua Kines
(current Sr. Pastor) and his wife, Emily, moved to Lafayette in 2015 with the intention of
starting a new church. After spending a year meeting with a few local families, the church
opened its doors for public worship on Sunday, August 3rd, 2016. After years of growth,
moving to a new building, and all the uncertainties in 2020 with Covid, Parish Church
continued to flourish, celebrating its particularization in August of 2021.  

Joshua Kines has wonderfully served as our Senior Pastor, but will be relocating to
Mississippi with his wife and six kids to follow a calling the Lord has placed on their hearts.
Though we are sad to see them leave, our church family is sending them off with deep love
and gratitude for their service with and for us. We look forward to seeing how God
continues His work during this exciting season of transition here at Parish Church.

We are looking for a Senior Pastor who has courage and leadership skills with a humble
heart and genuine interest in shepherding his flock. After reviewing this packet, if you
believe you are being called to this position, please reference page 10 for next-steps in
moving forward. We will continue praying for you.

We thank you for your time and consideration.  
Grace and peace be with you,

The Pastoral Search Committee:

to parish
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 Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall

 love the Lord your God with all your
 heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than
these.”

Mark 12:29-31
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Seeking rest, renewal,

and restoration

together through

Christ

Parish church began as a church plant nine years ago and grew from meeting in a

rented event hall to purchasing our own building and becoming particularized in

2021. Many of our members and regular attendees come from non-Presbyterian

backgrounds. Some experienced hurt in their previous churches and found healing at

Parish through the teaching of reformed theology and grace found in the Gospel

message. Some of our congregants were part of the PCA for most of their lives or

came to us from the PCUSA. 

Our congregation is a broad swath of society represented by diverse ethnicities,

cultures, and ages. From children to retirees, college students to working

professionals and laborers, our members and attendees worship and fellowship

together. The average Sunday attendance is 94.  Most are regular attenders or

members but there are always new, interested faces in the crowd seeking the Lord

and fellowship.

 In addition to our Sunday worship service, Parish Church hosts a Men’s Fellowship,

Women’s Bible Study, Young Adults Bible Study, parish/community groups, Discipleship

Groups, Youth Group, Children’s Church, a growing music ministry, and our new

member “Discover Parish” class. as the only pca church in town, Parish has a close

relationship with RUF at the university of Louisiana at Lafayette(located less than a

mile from the church). Currently, we have three Elders, four Deacons, and a

contingent in training to be installed in April 2024. 

As God grants us his grace as his humble disciples, we are enthusiastic for further

growth in our body. We seek to continue our participation with local, community

ministries and within our Presbytery as we believe accomplishing the Great

Commission is our duty and goal. As we prayerfully search for our next pastor, with

the support of the session, we look to God through His Spirit to provide our next

leader.

who we are
AS A CONGREGATION
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foundation
The story of humanity begins with a glorious God creating the

world gloriously beautiful. Of all that He created He made man

the crown of His beautiful creation, gloriously setting His love on

us. Our response…rejection followed by centuries of brokenness,

division, corruption and destruction. God’s response…love and

redemption at the high cost of His only Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.

He loved us even further by giving us His Holy Spirit to abide with

us until we fully and finally receive our inheritance in heaven. It is

the love of God, in Christ, that informs everything we need to

know about how we are to love people. It has been said that when

we love God most, we will love others best. Parish Church is

committed to knowing the God of the Bible who has loved us so

well at the expense of His one and only Son. We believe this

commitment will challenge and change every aspect of how we

love and live with the people around us. 
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Gospel
The "Good News" of the Gospel of Jesus is a story of God’s perfect plan to
redeem a wayward people. When man falls into sin in Genesis 3, God institutes
His plan of redemption that culminates in the Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ,
stepping out of heaven and taking on a human body. He lived the life we cannot,
died the death we deserve, and was resurrected in order to secure both
forgiveness and life for all those who place their faith in Him. At Parish Church
the “Good News” of salvation through Jesus is what drives all that we are and all
that we do. 

Community
God is gathering people from every tribe, tongue and nation for the praise of His
glorious grace in Christ Jesus (Revelation 5:9). He is creating a special people, (I
Peter 2:9-10) through the ministry of His church, that serves as a light in a world
filled with darkness. Parish church is a welcoming and loving community of
different people, united in our common desire to know God and to make Him
known. 

Mission
Our chief goal this side of heaven is to know God, and from that relationship,
make Him known. Following the example of our missionary God (Philippians 2:5-
11), Parish Church believes that we must GO and make disciples. Because we
enjoy the benefits of the Gospel and the rich community He has given us at
Parish Church, we labor to show and share the love of Christ with all those who
need the Gospel, that they too may worship with us both now and forevermore.

vision
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membership 

deacons elders staff
Average 

attendance

total income total expenses benevolence/

missions

$333,555.56 $335,826.95 $34,853.03
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Acadiana is a culturally rich region known for its vibrant Cajun and Creole heritage.
Comprising 22 parishes in the southern part of the state, Acadiana is home to a diverse
population that includes descendants of French-Canadian settlers known as Acadians,

as well as African Americans, Native Americans, and people of various other
backgrounds. The region is characterized by its unique blend of traditions, music,

cuisine, and language, with Cajun French and English being commonly spoken.
Acadiana's landscape is dotted with bayous, marshes, and prairies, offering a

picturesque backdrop to its bustling towns and cities. Festivals celebrating Cajun and
Creole culture, such as the Breaux Bridge Crawfish Festival, Festivals Acadiens et
Créoles and Festival International de Louisiane in Lafayette, attract visitors from

around the world, showcasing the warm hospitality and lively spirit that define
Acadiana.

Lafayette Parish is the heart of Acadiana and the most populated parish. It is 
renowned for its vibrant music scene, good food, and welcoming atmosphere.

Lafayette, the parish seat and largest city, serves as a hub for education, healthcare,
and commerce, attracting residents and visitors alike with its lively festivals, art

galleries, and historic landmarks. The robust economy, fueled by industries such as oil
and gas, healthcare, and technology, continues to drive growth and prosperity in

Lafayette Parish, making it a dynamic and thriving community.07



From the lively sounds of Zydeco
music at the Festival International
de Louisiane to the savory delights
of the Festivals Acadiens et Créoles

celebrating Cajun and Creole
cuisine, Lafayette's festivals and
Mardi Gras celebrations offer an

unforgettable experience of music,
food, and community spirit.

festivals

family fun

cajun food

ragin’ cajuns

family activities

arts

From exploring the scenic
Atchafalaya Basin for kayaking

and wildlife watching to hiking the
trails at Lake Martin for birding
and photography, Lafayette's
outdoors beckon with diverse

landscapes and opportunities for
outdoor recreation, hunting and

fishing. 

Acadiana has a deep value for the
Arts. Within our community there

are ample opportunities for artists
to display their talents and be

supported. Families can visit the
Acadiana Center for Arts, attend a

performance at the Acadiana
Symphony Orchestra or the

Heymann Performing Arts Center.  

From spicy gumbo and flavorful
jambalaya to fresh seafood dishes
like crawfish étouffée and shrimp

po'boys, Lafayette's food is a
delicious reflection of its vibrant
culture and diverse influences.

Families can explore Vermilionville
to learn about Cajun history, visit

the Lafayette Science Museum for
interactive exhibits, or enjoy

outdoor adventures at places like
Moncus and Girard Parks for

picnics and recreational activities.

The Ragin' Cajuns are the athletic
teams representing the University

of Louisiana at Lafayette(ULL). They
participate in Division 1 sports
including football, basketball,

baseball, and softball. ULL is the
2nd largest university in the state

and a leader in engineering,
computer sciences, and nursing.  08
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Genuinely pursues Gospel

relationships with people of

all walks of life.

Demonstrates humility,

patiently listens, and

heartfelt empathy for the

hurting and broken. Protects

the flock while walking

alongside them, calling them

to maturity in faith through

Jesus Christ.

Lives out of the overflow of

daily communing with the

Father through prayer and

reading of the Word. Exudes

the fruit of the Spirit so as

the love of Jesus shines

through in word and action.

Inspires others to more

deeply love God leading

them to glorify and enjoy

Him.

Shepherding Spirituality

Leadership Community Engaging

pastor profile

Ability to organize and bring

those of the congregation along

in the building up of the church.

Understands what is needed to

ensure the church is healthy and

growing in sanctification and

numbers with its congregants

becoming more like Christ.

Effectively collaborate and

delegate responsibilities to the

session, deacons, and staff.

Committed to building a

community of believers who

connect and engage with the

people of Acadiana. Develops

a love grounded in Gospel

truth among a predominantly

Catholic community. Willing

to learn, understand, and

embrace the God given

beauty in our church and

culture. 9

Proclamation of the

Word
Devoted to the exhortation

and teaching of the Word.

Well versed not only in

Scripture but also the

distinctives of the Reformed

faith and Confession so that

the hope of Christ is clearly

and courageously

communicated into the lives

of the congregation and

our neighbors.



Checklist

resume

5 references

2 sermons

mdf

NEXT STEPS

We so appreciate you taking the time to

learn about our heart, church, and area. If

you would like to apply please send the

listed items to us at:
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pastorsearch@ourparishchurch.com

www.ourparishchurch.com

@ourparishchurch

ourparishchurch


