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RESTORATION SOUTHSIDE CHURCH

Letter From Search
Committee

Dear Pastor:

Restoration Southside Church (RSC) is a place where God is at work, bringing
hope and restoration to our city. He's creating a community where people can
find rest, ask honest questions, and build real, authentic relationships. Through
the power of the gospel, we believe God is restoring lives and renewing hearts,
offering a hope that only He can provide. As a church in and for Chattanooga,
we're humbled to be a part of what God is doing here-inviting people to
experience His grace and be truly known. In the following pages, we hope to
show you how God has faithfully led us and continues to guide us in this journey
to restore people, places, and things.

As we enter into this next season, we are excited and expectant of what the Lord
is calling us into. We are in the process of seeking a lead pastor who will shepherd
our church. As a pastoral search committee, we are honored to share more
information about who we are and what God has been doing among us. We are
humbled by the trust that the congregation has placed in us, and we are
committed to being faithful to both them and to you throughout this process.
Our prayer is that God will guide us as we seek His will, trusting that He has
already been preparing the right person to lead us into this next chapter.

We invite you to take a look at the following information in our Church profile to
help you discern if God is calling you to lead RSC. You'll find details about our
church’s history, commmunity, resources, and a description of the lead pastor
position we are looking to fill. The final page will provide you with our contact
information if you have any questions as well as information on how to apply.

We are praying for you as you seek God's guidance-that He would bless and
encourage you in this journey. May He lead us all as we discern His will for the

future of Restoration Southside.
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RESTORATION SOUTHSIDE CHURCH

In partnership with the Tennessee Valley Presbytery and Lookout

Mountain Presbyterian Church, Restoration Southside Church (RSC) launched its worship
services on Easter Sunday of 2019 with a mission to restore people, places and things
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. What began as 40 people in a local coffee shop has
since become a thriving church with over 600 regular attendees and 300 members. In
March of 2022, RSC was able to purchase its current property situated in the heart of the
fast growing Southside neighborhood. Our story has been one of God'’s faithfulness and
provision, even in the face of challenges.
zozz In just four years, God sustained us through the church planting
phase during a global pandemic, purchasing and renovating our building,
rapid growth, and the sudden departure of our head pastor in 2022. Through it all, God has
remained faithful, and we give Him the glory as we reflect on how He has provided for our
young church. In particular, He provided us with two beloved associate pastors, Ben Hooper
and Mark Gregory, who have faithfully continued to preach the Word of God, lead our staff,
and shepherd our congregation.
2025 As the church has grown and evolved, it is now ready to fill the
role of lead pastor-someone who can work with our associate pastors,
staff, and our expanding congregation. We believe this person will play a crucial role in the

continued health and growth of Restoration, helping to provide structure, clarity, and
oversight as we move forward in our mission to make disciples and plant churches.
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Restoration Southside seeks to
celebrate Christ and serve the
city by loving people, places, and
things to life. Restoration
Southside will be an attractive
place for the seeker and the
skeptic; for those who have never
experienced church, and for those
who haven't been involved in
church for a long time.

Winsomely communicating and embodying the gospel
Championing aspects of culture that reflect the beauty
of Christ

Creating space for curiosity, doubts, and questions
Warmly welcoming those that don’t share our faith

Relying on Jesus for forgiveness, restoration, and change
Speaking honestly about our own brokenness, loneliness,
and need

Listening gently to one another as we live in intentional,
transparent relationships

Celebrating stories of grace

Giving our lives away in the city

Leveraging our particular gifts and callings to love the city
to life through our work

Partnering with ministries in Chattanooga to empower
and assist their service

Leading in a church planting movement for the sake of
the city



DISTINCTIVES

Restoration Southside is a church in and for the city of Chattanooga. A place for people who
struggle but are tired of striving. A place for honest questions and authentic friendship. A place to
be known. We believe the gospel of Jesus is able to restore us and give us hope. In light of that,
here are our ten distinctives that we pray particularly mark Restoration Southside.

PRAYER

Everything we do will be immersed in prayer.
We are dependent on Christ to do anything
and everything. We believe that through
prayer, we are changed.

GRACE

The gospel is the central message and
motivating force behind everything

OUTWARD FACE

Our focus is on unbelievers and the
dechurched. Unbelievers are welcome and
expected at every church gathering. We will
strive to speak carefully and with nuance,
embracing the reality that how we say what
we say is as important as what we say.
Mission at work, home, play. Mission in the
church, the city, and the world.

SACRIFICIAL

We endeavor to use our spiritual fruit and
spiritual gifts in our homes, our
neighborhoods, at work, and in the city.

SPIRIT LED

We will grow and change in time, because the
Holy Spirit is alive within us as individuals and
as a church.

JUSTICE & EQUITY

We hope and pray that we are a safe place
for every tribe, tongue, people, and nation,
and we will work to honor and celebrate the
image bearing of both women and men.

FUN

Doing life and ministry together is
unquestionably fun. We will joyfully embrace
the philosophy that people may very well join
our efforts, because we are having so much
fun.

KINGDOM, NOT TRIBAL

While we celebrate our denominational ties,

they will serve in the background and not in

the headlines. In addition, our church will be

non-political, as Jesus’ kingdom is not of this
world.

WORSHIP

In both corporate worship and in all of life,
worship is our highest priority. In our lives of
worship, we find freedom and fullness.

COMMUNITY

At Restoration Southside, change happens in
and through relationships. We will
consistently urge our people to build
relationships through connections, City
Groups, and Bible studies.
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City Groups
provide a space to grow in relationship with God and others through community.
Meeting on various days across Chattanooga, we aim to connect people with a group
near their location and schedule. City Groups focus on connecting, serving, praying,

and exploring Scripture together. Groups begin each fall, with new groups and members
added as needed.

Women'’s Ministry

fosters community by helping women understand the importance of their story within
God’s larger narrative. We offer safe, welcoming spaces for Bible studies, prayer, and
discussion to help women grow in their relationship with Christ. Driven by the Holy Spirit,
not by programs or personalities, we emphasize prayer and Scripture as foundational to
spiritual growth.

Men'’s Ministry

creates opportunities for men to build community through social events and spiritual
growth. Whether it’s Bible studies, bonfires, trivia nights, or river floats, there’s something
for every man. We encourage men to invite friends, coworkers, and neighbors to join us for
fellowship and growth in Christ.

College Outreach

seeks to connect college students with the church beyond Sunday services. College
students are a vital part of our community, and while Chattanooga may not be their
permanent home, we want them to feel at home at RSC. We also support student

discipleship through Covenant College and Reformed University Fellowship at UTC.

Youth Ministry

partners with parents to teach and model the gospel while building relationships with
students and families. Students engage in activities, service, and relationship-building,
and are encouraged through small groups and servant leadership roles. The Gospel is the
central focus and driving force behind everything in the Youth Ministry.

Children’s Ministry

is an exciting and thriving part of our church. Each week, children gather during the
service for Bible teaching, memorization, games, crafts, and snacks. We also offer Kid’s
Night In events for fun and fellowship, giving parents a break. Our goal is to help children
understand God’s love and care for them as they become an important part of our church
family.



Nursery

introduces young children to worship through songs, play, and dance, focusing on God’s
love and our identity as His beloved. We prioritize building community with families,
children, and volunteers through prayer and connection. Safety is a top priority as we
care for children under four years old.

SINKS & DINKS

(Single Income No Kids & Dual Income No Kids) creates a space for those who are post
college and not in the “married-with children” stage to connect with the church body,
share life together, and encourage one another.
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Areas of Vibrancy &
Growth

As we reflect on our story, mission, and
distinctives, we see God at work in
both our strengths and areas for
growth, trusting that God uses all of it

for His glory. We share these to
acknowledge growth, identify areas for
refinement, and give glory to God for
the fruit He's produced at Restoration
Southside. We remain committed to
faithfully stewarding Christ’s bride,
trusting that God will continue to
guide and shape us, accomplishing far
more than we can imagine.

Vibrancy

Gospel Centered Preaching:
Restoration Southside is truly a church committed to gospel-centered preaching that
places Jesus at the center of all that we say and do. On any given Sunday or church
gathering you will hear messages that are accessible, not only to the scholar but also to the
skeptic, ensuring that the truth of the gospel is communicated clearly. This commitment to
the gospel is also reflected in our worship, where we seek to glorify God and invite the Holy
Spirit to work in our midst.

Warm and Welcoming:

From Sunday mornings to regular social events, City Groups, and Bible studies, we strive to
foster an environment of hospitality and connection. Our goal is to ensure that every person
feels seen, valued, and welcomed, whether they are attending for the first time or have
been with us for years. We believe that creating a welcoming atmosphere is key to building
lasting relationships.



Care and Serve Teams:

Our Care' and Serve? Teams are integral to the life of Restoration Southside, embodying the
church's heart for serving others. These teams prioritize the involvement of both men and
women in leadership, together offering physical, spiritual, emotional and relational care
coverage for our congregation.

Genuine, Transparent, and Authentic:

At Restoration Southside, there is a felt and seen culture of authenticity and transparency-
intentionally moving away from the pressure to appear perfect. We believe that true
growth happens when we are open about our struggles and challenges, recognizing that
we are all broken people in need of grace. Restoration is an environment where it's safe to
be vulnerable, where people can grow in their faith, and where everyone is encouraged to
trust God in all circumstances.

'Care Team: The Care Team is made up of ordained men and lay leaders (men and women) who are gifted in shepherding the
spiritual needs of our congregation through presence, prayer, and counsel. Members are nominated by the congregation, trained,
and appointed by the Session to assist in the care of our church.

Serve Team: The Serve Team is made up of men and women who are gifted in service and assisting in works of benevolence.
Members are nominated by the congregation, trained, and appointed by the Session to assist the Diaconate in the service of our
church.

GROWING NEEDS

Outreach to our City, Ministry Partners, and Global Missions:
We would like to develop a deeper culture of service both within our church and through
our outreach to the city, ministry partners, and global missions.

Leadership Development and Discipleship:

While our associate pastors, leadership teams, and other lay leaders bring energy, passion,
and a deep commitment to the church, we are a relatively young church plant. As we seek
to expand our discipleship efforts, our goal is to develop strong leaders who will foster
spiritual growth within the church. To help guide us, we are seeking a lead pastor with
significant pastoral experience to mentor our team and lead us into our next season of
growth.
Clarity in Roles and Organizational Structure:
We are seeking a pastor who can help us build a more cohesive and effective team. This will
help us work more efficiently and ensure that all those involved in ministry have clear
expectations and responsibilities as we serve together.
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Chattanooga is a city known for its outdoor beauty and abundance of activities. From
festivals to concerts to our top notch aquarium and hundreds of hiking trails,
Chattanooga is a vibrant Southern staple.

Chattanooga is also an epicenter of the PCA (the denomination’s college, Covenant,
sits atop Lookout Mountain). Its storied church culture presents both advantages and

= challenges. There are many opportunities for spiritual growth in Chattanooga, but
~ ~ there is also a significant population of deconstructing Christians and individuals who

:‘-.“!ﬁ;'_ﬁ“g have been wounded by the church. Restoration seeks to be a home for all people,
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With the city’s changing landscape, there are new opportunities and challenges for '
: — the local church. One of the city's fastest growing areas is the Southside, where our
e : church is located. Like much of Chattanooga, the Southside was once an area of
1 industry and is now transforming rapidly. From strips of restaurants and fast food, to
: quickly emerging apartment complexes, and a burgeoning art scene, the Southside is
| ?#’-3“ n becoming a nucleus for the city. This rapid growth brings its own set of complexities,
T but it also places our church building right at the center of the action.

The Southside is also situated at a crossroads between different cultural communities,
including a rapidly growing Hispanic community. This creates exciting opportunities
4 for ministry and care for our city and our neighborhoods- something that Restoration
~ aspires to provide. Furthermore, our location presents us with many opportunities to
connect with churches from other denominations and backgrounds, as many of the
local churches strive to partner to reach our neighbors.

We are committed to loving the Southside in all its facets, celebrating its strengths
and addressing its struggles, while pursuing Restoration all throughout the city and
its neighborhoods.


http://covenant.edu/

Key Numbers:

739

Regular Attenders

330

Communicant Members

571

Ave. Attendance
in 2024

187

Number of Family Units
(members)

24

Number of Active City
Groups

Elders (Currently on
Session)




BUDGET BREAKDOWN

Mercy & Missions o _
9.9% Administration —

21.4%

Community Life

BUDGET
) )
$1.3 Million
Worship Ministries
16.6%

17.9%

Non-Pledges Received

ALL-IN
Campaign

Pledges Received: $1,835,371 Not Received

. 34.4%
Pledges Not Received: $1,020,391

Non-Pledges Received: $156,596 Pledges Received

oy . 59.1%
RSC Purchased the current building in March

of 2022 for $4.2 Million.

RSC holds $2.4 Million in debt today.

Once the capital campaign is completed at the end of 2026, the church will have a
$1.5 million mortgage remaining.



Next Steps:

Thanks for your interest in what God is doing in our church.

To review the Lead Pastoral Job Description and how to apply,
click HERE.



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b9f911ac3c16a3124d28702/t/680d181e332cec226a1fd5fc/1745688615090/Lead+Pastor+Job+Description.pdf

