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Welcome Letter

Dear Brother in Christ,

     Thank you for considering Christ Church Milwaukee (CCM). As a
congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), we are prayerfully
seeking a new pastor to shepherd us in this next season of gospel ministry.

     Our church is marked by a warm, intergenerational community committed
to historic Reformed theology, thoughtful liturgical worship, and clear gospel
proclamation. We are eager to grow deeper in discipleship, broader in outreach,
and stronger in unity under the leadership of a faithful and humble shepherd.

     If God may be calling you to serve among us, we welcome your interest and
encourage you to explore the profile below.

In Christ,
Pastoral Search Committee
Christ Church Milwaukee



Our Mission 
Christ Church Milwaukee exists to glorify Christ
and to pursue the good of the city of Milwaukee.
Our hope is to create and foster a culture that
centers upon the kingship of Christ in all areas of
our lives. By God’s grace, we will see this
accomplished through our commitment to
robust and biblical worship, being a Spirit-filled
and grace-centered community, and committing
ourselves to deeds of love and kindness.

Our Vision
We desire to be a community seeking together
the glory of Christ and the good of Milwaukee.

About Christ Church Milwaukee

Our Commitments
We are committed to... 

Centering on Christ and His Gospel of Grace
We aspire to put Christ at the center of
everything we do. Every hymn we sing, every
sermon preached, every small group held,
every ministry event, every church meeting,
we intend everything to be saturated with the
gospel of God’s grace for His people through
Christ
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Actively Pursuing the Purity and Peace of Christ’s
Church
We believe that we have been given peace
with God and seek to extend that same peace
to one another. At the same time we pursue
the purity of the church and her members
through the preaching of God’s Word,
accountability in fellowship, and church
discipline.



Prioritizing Sunday Morning Worship and
the Preaching of the Gospel
We believe in vibrant, intentional
worship in all things, yet we prioritize
gathering together for Sunday
morning worship. Our worship is
Christ-centered, biblical, and
liturgical. We intend each element of
our worship service to warm the
hearts of all attendees to the gospel.

Leading and Equipping the Next
Generation of Leaders within CCM
We believe God has gifted our church
with diverse and uniquely gifted
members. As a church we seek to
steward these gifts well by allowing
our members to lead in their various
areas of strength, for the purpose of
spreading the gospel to the ends of the
earth both now and in the future.

Establishing and Implementing a
Strategic Vision for CCM
We believe that God has given our
leaders and members wisdom,
through the Holy Spirit, to establish
and implement strategies that
promote the mission and vision of
CCM. We pray that the Lord will use
our feeble efforts to build His
kingdom through our congregation.
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CCM by the numbers

Our Church Operations

Denomination: Presbyterian Church of America (PCA) 
Governance: Elder-led (Presbyterian polity)

Budget: Operating budget of approximately $400k+
Address: 1422 N. Vel R Phillips Ave. Milwaukee, WI 

Affiliations: Member of Wisconsin Presbytery 

For more information on our staff and leaders, visit
christchurchmke.org/leaders
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     CCM’s worship services are characterized by authenticity. It is a worship
service of real people living in a real world with real challenges worshiping a
real Savior and Lord. Liturgical but not high church, the worship service
includes structured elements starting with the call to worship, confession of sin,
assurance of pardon, and confession of faith. It also includes a pastoral prayer,
expository preaching of God’s Word, the weekly celebration of the Lord’s
Supper, the doxology, and the benediction with hymns and songs included
throughout. A complete bulletin of a typical worship service can be found here.
Christ Church’s worship services seek to encourage a lifestyle of confession of
both our sin and our faith, always magnifying God's grace to those who confess
their sins. Expository preaching of Christ's atoning work as found in all of
Scripture is central. Children have an important role in the service, whether
they remain in the service with their parents or are sent off to Christ Kids with a
blessing.
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We believe our Sunday service is a time for corporate
worship. Unity is emphasized through call and response
readings and singing together. Attendees participate by
following along with printed bulletins rather than screens or
projectors.

After the worship service ends, you can expect our
congregants to stick around for a time of informal
fellowship. We have many members who always seek to
welcome visitors and guests and others who find it a
convenient time to catch up with those whom they may not
see during the week. We believe our love for one another and
for newcomers is well demonstrated in how much we like
spending time with each other.

   The musical aspect of our worship features a blend of 
traditional and retuned hymns, psalms, and modern 
songs, prioritizing lyrical depth and congregational 
participation. Our music director designs the music team 
weekly to fit the musical selections, taking advantage of 
the rich array of singers and musicians who attend CCM. 
Sometimes you might see a guitar and grand piano, other 
times it could be a string ensemble. Our pastors preach in 
everyday clothing rather than robes. Most attendees dress
 casually, reflecting our emphasis on authenticity.

Our Worship

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nnu9IyLeJIF2mj_0FbsQtzJ2les8gIgf/view?usp=drive_link


Community Groups
Community Groups are the primary way we organize
fellowship at CCM. They are structured on the goal of
fostering deep, personal connections with others for
prayer, support, encouragement, and applying the
Sunday sermon teaching to individual lives. Groups are
generally geographically based and typically led by one
of our elders. Most groups meet the second and fourth
Sunday evening for a shared meal, prayer, and
discussion.

Women’s Ministry 
For several years, women’s ministry at CCM was
organized by the Women’s Leadership Council, which
consisted of multiple volunteers. The goal of this team
was to plan women’s Bible studies, organize prayer
groups, host fellowship events, and pursue one-on-one
relationships with other women in the church. Due to
the rapid growth of the church in the last few years, our
women’s ministry is currently in a transitional period to
determine how to best serve the women within the
church. However, the prayer groups are continuing to
meet and women in the church are exploring how to
restructure Bible studies for the new year.

Men’s Ministry
Formal men’s ministry at CCM has primarily consisted
of Bible studies and prayer groups. These groups have
met online, in-person, mornings, evenings, and in
between. Our men’s ministry attempts to connect men
through study of Scripture, thoughtful and personal
prayer, and fellowship.

About Christ Church Milwaukee
Our Ministries
God has granted each person unique gifts and talents. CCM offers a wide range
of places where members and regular attendees can use the gifts God has given
them to further His kingdom, whether that is an easily visible role or one that is
behind the scenes.

Our Ministries  -  8 



Children’s Ministry
Jesus says “let the little children come to me and do not
hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
heaven.” We apply these words on Sunday mornings
through the ministries of nursery (ages 3 and under)
and Christ Kids (for children between K4-2nd grade). In
both nursery and Christ Kids, the children receive age
appropriate, gospel teaching in Scripture and our
catechisms. Nursery is offered through the entire
worship service. Children are dismissed for Christ Kids
before the sermon and return before communion,
where they participate with their families by receiving
a blessing. A Sunday School class is provided before the
service for 3rd-5th graders at 9 am. 

During the summer we take a break from Christ Kids
and instead offer a children’s Catechism Challenge.
Families are encouraged to use First Catechism, Teaching
Children Bible Truths by Great Commission Publications
to help their children memorize Catechism questions.
On Sunday mornings the children have the
opportunity to recite the answers and earn points
toward prizes. 

Youth Group 
At CCM, we offer a volunteer-led youth group every 1st
and 3rd Sunday afternoon for students in 6th-12th
grade. Our mission is to help our CCM students follow
Jesus together. Youth group is not a large production or
show, but small moments shared in homes. Our prayer
is that through the youth group our students would be
shown a sustainable model of Christian fellowship and
Bible study that they can build upon throughout their
entire lives.
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About Christ Church Milwaukee
Ministry Teams
All other organized ministries of the church are managed by our ministry
teams. These teams are composed of volunteers who feel called to serve in
these ways. Ministry teams meet on a regular basis, praying, planning, and
organizing their areas of emphasis for the good of CCM and the glory of Christ.
Each ministry team is overseen by an Elder, Deacon, or the Pastor.

Missions Team
Responsible for missionary engagement at CCM. Includes
recommending support, encouragement, visits to CCM, and short term
programs.

Children’s Team 
Responsible for the operation of Nursery, Christ Kids, and youth
programs. Includes policy updates and compliance, personnel training,
suggesting new programs and improvements to existing programs.

Outreach & Assimilation Team
Responsible for welcoming and enfolding people into the CCM
Community. This team brainstorms and implements opportunities and
events for the surrounding community of CCM and Milwaukee.

Hospitality & Events Team
Responsible for wisely using the building and for events held there.
Includes implementation of the Building Use policy and assuring the
premises are welcoming, appropriately decorated, and hospitable.

Finance & Administration Team
Responsible for the financial operations of the church. Includes processes
for tithes and offerings, bookkeeping, payment, and other financial
obligations and reporting.

Building & Facilities Team
Responsible for the building and supporting services. This includes
maintenance, appearance, improvements, and repairs along with
managing related resources (e.g. sound, video, internet, equipment).

Our Ministries -  10 



On Wisconsin Church Planting Network
We are part of an exciting movement to triple the amount of PCA churches
planted in the state of Wisconsin in the next 10 years. “On Wisconsin” is a
church planting network led and funded by Presbyterian Church in America
(PCA) congregations in Wisconsin. Our current Interim Director of Worship
is planning to plant a church in Kenosha, WI (40 miles south of CCM) in
2027 as part of the On Wisconsin church planting network.

Reformed University Fellowship
With Milwaukee home to several prominent
universities, college ministry has been an
important part of CCM’s history, and we
aspire to continue sharing the gospel with
students. One of the ways we do this is by
closely partnering with the local RUF staff.
Originally, CCM was planted alongside a RUF
chapter that was being started at UW-
Milwaukee. Sadly, this RUF chapter closed
after the pandemic. However, in the last two
years, RUF in Milwaukee has been restarted
on Milwaukee School of Engineering’s
campus, but with the goal of reaching students
across multiple universities within our city.
Our current campus minister assists in
worship and preaches occasionally. He also
has his office at the church.

Exploit No More
Exploit No More, a local non-profit that provides resources, support, and
counseling to survivors of sexual exploitation through a Christ-centered
approach, uses our building as their administrative office during the week
and uses part of the basement for storage.

Our Ministry Partners & Collaborative Events  -  11 
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General Assembly 2027
General Assembly 2027 will be hosted in Milwaukee, with the main
events taking place within walking distance of CCM. The Wisconsin
Presbytery, in partnership with the Chicago and Northern Illinois
presbyteries, is excited to welcome the delegates and guests. 

Women’s Bridges Gatherings
In 2019, a small group of women from CCM and Friend of Sinners
Church met to start building relationships between the two churches that
are in very diverse areas of the city but separated by only 3 miles. The
gatherings consisted of sharing a brunch, a short devotion, an update on
each church, a simple craft, and lots of conversation. After a break for
COVID, the brunch expanded to include the other greater Milwaukee
area PCA churches. The Bridges gatherings are currently on hiatus.

Our Ministry Partners & Collaborative Events - 12



About Christ Church MilwaukeeWe are aware that CCM does have its own unique
weaknesses and challenges which we are prayerfully
addressing and hope, by God’s grace, to be more
obedient moving forward. Outside of our vibrant
Sunday morning services, we have smaller attendance at
events during the week such as Bible studies and
fellowship gatherings. We struggle to engage, serve, and
share the gospel with our immediate neighborhood and
throughout Milwaukee in all the ways we believe God is
calling us. CCM has a high rate of members who move
on to other churches, mostly because of job relocations
or graduating college. Our members are geographically
spread out, up to approximately 30 minutes in each
direction; this presents challenges organizing non-
Sunday events and fellowship. While we have a high
percentage of members that volunteer, we still have
many open volunteer positions that need filling to help
prevent volunteer burnout.

Our Strengths & Weaknesses - 13

Our Weaknesses

Our Strengths
CCM’s primary strength in all her ministries is the
preaching of God's grace to sinners through the
atoning work of Jesus Christ on behalf of those
sinners. The permeation of this message has created
a gracious and peaceful culture throughout our body.
There is a lack of “clique-iness”, but fellowship takes
place across groups. Members from multiple
generations fellowship and worship together in a
palpable spirit of peace and unity. We are a gentle
and hospitable congregation always reaching out to
our visitors and making them feel welcome. The
clear gospel message we receive teaches us to live by
faith and not by sight. We are all members of one
body, all on equal ground. Christ Church is not
personality-driven, it is gospel-driven. A high
percentage of our members volunteer in at least one
place across our various ministries.
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Our History

A small core group began meeting on
Sunday evenings at the Talley home. April 2015

July 2014

The Talley family moved to Milwaukee, WI to
plant a church on the Eastside of the city in
connection with a planned RUF campus ministry
starting on the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
(UWM) campus. Several vision casting and
planning meetings took place over the winter.

Christ Church Milwaukee's first Sunday morning
worship service was held at Hartford Avenue
University School, a Milwaukee Public Elementary
School, next to the UWM campus.

September 2015

February 2018
Christ Church Milwaukee became a particular
church (self-governing and self-supporting
church) of the Wisconsin Presbytery (PCA).

March 2020

COVID-19 restrictions didn’t allow CCM to meet at
the Hartford Avenue University School requiring
virtual church/recorded sermons from Pastor Talley,
along with virtual community groups and Bible
studies. Like the Israelites wandering the wilderness,
once restrictions were lifted, the church met in
various borrowed spaces around the city, including
the outdoor seating area of The Twisted Fisherman
Restaurant. City Reformed Church (CRC) also
graciously allowed us to use their building on
Sunday evenings for a few months.

September 2020
Began leasing space at The Renaissance
Place at 1451 N. Prospect Ave, Milwaukee,
53202 for Sunday morning services.

December 2021
Purchased our current building at 1422
N Vel R. Phillips Ave, Milwaukee, 53212

February 2022
First Sunday morning worship
service was held at our new facility.

September 2025 Celebrated our 10 year anniversary.



Our Building & Location
     In December 2021, the Lord graciously provided a building for CCM, and
the first worship service in the new building was held in February 2022. Built as
a lithograph factory and most recently used as an art gallery, this space has been
a huge blessing for our congregation. Located in the heart of downtown in the
Haymarket Square, our building sits in a unique crossroads area of the city.
Formerly an industrial factory center, the neighborhood has been slowly
shifting to include residential apartments and professional office spaces while
retaining some of its industrial roots. The Milwaukee Bucks’ arena is located
two blocks south of our building, and the surrounding Deer District is a heavily
trafficked sector full of shops and restaurants. Additionally, the block directly
south of CCM will receive even more traffic in 2027 when the new Milwaukee
Public Museum opens to the public. Our neighborhood presents a stark
dichotomy between the upscale restaurants and entertainment with abandoned
buildings and low income housing.
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     Additionally, our building is easily accessible right off I-43, which allows our
church to attract members from all directions around Milwaukee. Due to the
church’s centrality within the city, proximity to the interstate, and the layout of
our city, our members come from 
a broad range of places within and 
outside Milwaukee. We are spread 
as far north as Port Washington 
(25 miles), as far west as Waukesha 
(20 miles), and as far south as 
Kenosha (40 miles). Some drive up 
to 30 minutes while others walk or 
ride their bikes on Sunday morning. 
Our geographic diversity provides 
numerous opportunities to become 
connected to various communities 
throughout the city, but also creates 
the challenge of organizing 
non-Sunday morning programs and
 focusing our efforts on our 
immediate neighborhood. This also 
provides our future pastor with 
flexibility in choosing housing, with 
a variety of school districts, 
neighborhoods, and other factors 
that may ease the transition to MKE.



Christ Church Milwaukee

University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee

Milwaukee School of Engineering

Marquette University

Fiserv Forum

American Family Field

   CCM strives to use our building in an “open handed” way, and we hope our
space will be a blessing, not only to our congregation, but also to others within
our communities. In addition to hosting Sunday morning programming, our
church utilizes the building for Bible studies, children’s ministry events,
community groups, and more. Our church building also is used by our local
ministry partners such as providing office space for Exploit No More and
hosting events for Milwaukee RUF. Additionally, our building has been used for
weddings, baby showers, and other local ministry events with approval and
oversight from the hospitality team and Session.
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Our City
     Located along the western shore of Lake Michigan in southeast Wisconsin,
Milwaukee is the largest city in Wisconsin and serves as an important cultural,
economic, and historical hub for the region. Our city is home to people from a
wide range of backgrounds, socioeconomic standings, career paths, religious
beliefs, ethnicities, and political views; this diversity brings both challenges and
opportunities for ministry. While the city wrestles with issues such as
socioeconomic disparities and poverty, these realities also present tangible
avenues for the church to reflect the good news of the gospel in intentional and
compassionate ways. 

     The spiritual climate of
Milwaukee reflects a broader reality
across Wisconsin as a whole.
According to a recent study,
Wisconsin was found to be the sixth
least religious state in the nation. Of
the religious groups present,
Catholics, both devout and nominal,
make up a large majority. The
historical Catholic, as well as
Lutheran, presence has a significant
impact on the culture of Milwaukee 
and the way we conduct evangelism here. As the largest city in Wisconsin,
ministry in Milwaukee has the potential to ripple outward, bringing gospel
hope far beyond the city’s borders. In a city and state where gospel-centered
and Reformed churches are few, there is both great need and great potential for
meaningful kingdom impact. 

     Milwaukeeans experience all four seasons which allows opportunities to enjoy
unique activities throughout the year. Throughout the summer, the city of
Milwaukee comes to life with residents and visitors taking advantage of the warm
weather to spend time outdoors. The city’s lakefront is a major attraction that
provides a variety of outdoor recreational activities with miles of beaches, trails,
bike paths, and parks. Summer also presents opportunities for baseball fans to
head to American Family Field on the outskirts of the city to cheer on the
Milwaukee Brewers. Additionally, throughout the summer, the city hosts
numerous festivals (including Summerfest, Bastille Days, Greek Fest, Harley-
Davidson Homecoming Festival, the Wisconsin State Fair, and more) which
cultivate a sense of community. 



     The fall brings cooler temperatures and the 
changing color of the leaves. It’s a great time to walk 
along Lake Michigan, go apple picking, or to explore a 
pumpkin patch. Autumn also marks the beginning of 
football season, when many Milwaukee residents make
the short trip up to Lambeau Field or gather with 
friends to cheer on the Green Bay Packers. 

     In winter, Red Arrow Park opens up the ice skating 
rink, nearby ski runs open, and just about any hill 
becomes free game for sledding. To avoid the cold,
some indoor activities include visiting the Art
Museum, dining at the public market, attending a 
Milwaukee Bucks basketball game, catching a
Milwaukee Admirals hockey game, or taking a brewery
tour at one of our many quality craft breweries.
 
     In spring, everything begins to thaw out making it a
good time to visit the Mitchell Park Domes, a beer
garden, or just to go for a walk and listen to the birds.
Whether you enjoy the outdoors, sports, art, or a
variety of other hobbies, Milwaukee provides avenues
for fun and refreshment year round.

     Alongside these attractions, Milwaukee also offers a
relatively affordable cost of living compared to other
major urban centers, making it a sustainable and
appealing place to live for individuals and families
alike. Whether you’re a college student, young
professional, growing family, or retiree, there are
opportunities for work, community, education, and
connection. According to a 2023 study, Milwaukee was
found to be the second most commuter-friendly metro
area in the country with an average commute of 22
minutes. This accessibility allows greater freedom for
those working in Milwaukee to choose whether they
want to live in the city center or move out into the
surrounding suburbs and towns. While Milwaukee has
its share of challenges, it is also a city ripe with
opportunity where the hope of the gospel can bring
lasting transformation and renewal to individuals,
neighborhoods, and the broader community.
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Friend of Sinners - 10 mins
Corpus Christi - 25 mins
Cornerstone - 30 mins

Grace and Peace - 35 mins
Faith Reformed - 45 mins

Proximity to
PCA Churches Milwaukee

Minneapolis
5 hours Green Bay

1.5 hours

Driving Distance to Nearby Cities

Chicago
2 hours

Madison
1.5 hours

St. Louis
5.5 hours

Indianapolis
4.5 hours

Detroit
5.75 hours

Cincinatti
5.75 hours

Milwaukee by the numbers

Milwaukee proper
577,000

Milwaukee metro 
1,800,000

Population

Working in Milwaukee
key industries: 

Energy & Power

Mechanical Manufacturing 

Food & Beverage

Financial & Corporate 
Services

Water Technology

Medical Technology

Nearby Universities

Marquette University
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Milwaukee School of Engineering 

Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design
Medical College of WI
Concordia University

Wisconsin Lutheran College
Milwaukee Area Technical School 

Carroll University

6  highest concentration of college
students among large metros

th

One of the lowest
commute times of
major urban areas
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Thank you for your consideration in pursuing a call to
Milwaukee. We love our church, but more importantly

Christ loves our church. We trust that God will
continue to be faithful through the ministry of our

future pastor. 

For more information on CCM see the links below for
our website, Spotify account, and the job description

for this senior pastor position. 

https://open.spotify.com/show/6iPng4EzLAOxxk7K1ytuZa?si=c2074ee4961c4dd1
https://www.instagram.com/christchurchmke/
https://www.christchurchmke.org/
https://www.facebook.com/christchurchmke/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsiTXwZjM/_WbmihFCVQ0KRltaPLFx9w/view?utm_content=DAGsiTXwZjM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h286ac163d1

