
The First Presbyterian Church of Atmore was organized on October 2, 1921 by the Reverend 
Mr. James W. Marshall, Superintendent of Home Missions and Sabbath School Work for 
Mobile Presbytery (PCUS) with 17 charter members. D.W. Murphy, Jr. and William B. Earle 
were elected Ruling Elders; and J. Dugals Crosby, who moved to Bay Minette before being 
ordained and installed, and Charles C. Smith were elected Deacons. Monthly services were 
conducted in the Episcopal Church by Superintendent Marshall. The Reverend Mr. H.V. 
Lofquist moved to Atmore in June 1922. The original sanctuary property was purchased in 
1922, with the first church building being constructed around 1928. The Depression time 
was diƯicult for the church, and between 1930 and 1953 the church did not have a resident 
pastor. The ministers serving the church until 1953 were supply ministers sent by the 
Presbytery.  By 1949, membership had dwindled to 11, and the session minutes of May 25, 
1950 were the last until the Atmore Presbyterian Church was reorganized on October 18, 
1953. The church reopened with six members from the old church roll and nine new 
members. Mr. Charles L. Smith, Director of Church Extension of Mobile Presbytery (PCUS), 
and an Advisory Committee of seven men and women led the church until an acting pastor, 
the Reverend Mr. John Ash, moved to Atmore in November 1953. At this time there were 24 
members on roll. Ralph L. Smith and William F. Corman were elected Ruling Elders, and Alan 
P. Sherrill and J. Floyd Currie were elected Deacons. A Women of the Church organization 
was formed in January, 1954, with 22 members. A church school program was begun for all 
ages. Beginning in 1953 the church received an active pastor, the Rev. John Ash, who moved 
to Atmore in November 1953. 
 
Since that time the following pastors have served this church: Rev. T. Morton McMillan, Jr., 
1956-1961; Rev. J. Kelly Unger, Jr., 1962-1965; Rev. Robert L. GriƯin, 1967-1969; Rev. M. J. 
Turnage, 1971-1972; Rev. Thomas Winter, 1973-1976; Rev. Dennis A. Maxey, 1977-1980; Rev. 
N. Lanier Ellis, 1981-1988; Rev. Larry Bein (interim), 1989; Rev. Stephen Jennings, 1990-1998; 
Rev. Larry Bein (interim), 1999; Rev. Wesley Channell, 2000-2006; Rev. Jim Thorpe, 2007-
2022 (retired).  Rev. David Todd served a short time as pastor after retiring from The U.S. Navy 
as a chaplain.  
 
In 1958 an educational building and extensive remodeling of the sanctuary were completed, 
and a house and lot on Presley Street adjacent to the church property were purchased for a 
manse.  Men of the Church organized in February 1959, and a youth group began in April 
1959.  Also Vacation Bible School was first held in July of that year. During the years 1956 - 
1965 there was an active choir. 
 
By 1975, 80 members were on the roll. An addition to the educational building, which 
doubled the original space, was begun in March 1977. New stained glass windows were 
installed in the sanctuary in August 1980. A generous gift from the Neal Trust and a legacy 
from Mrs. J. Dugald Crosby, one of the charter members, made extensive remodeling and 
additions to the church building possible in 1982. In September 1982, the name of the 
church was legally changed back to First Presbyterian Church of Atmore. 
 
 



On March 3, 1985 the church voted to be dismissed from the Presbyterian Church, USA and 
joined the Evangelical Presbyterian Church as permitted under the Plan of Union between 
the Presbyterian Church U.S. (PCUS) and the United Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America (UPCUSA) Which became the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America (PCUSA). In 1996 the church voted to be dismissed from the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church, and on October 12, 1996 the church was admitted to membership in 
the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA). 
 
During the 1980’s there was an active Church School program with approximately 65 in 
attendance on Sunday morning. There were 15 persons in the choir for worship and special 
services and the children’s choir had 13 members. Mr. Dennis Bilbo was the Choir Director, 
and a number of women were working with the children’s choir.  Also active in the music 
ministry of the church were Mrs. Bert W. Rice, Mrs. Dennis Bilbo, and Mr. JeƯ L. McGehee. 
Mr. Charles F. Fridge, Sr., who joined the church July 8, 1923, and Mrs. T.C. (Mary Willie) 
French, who joined September 20, 1936, are among the 124 members still on the 
membership roll of the church. 
 
In April 1995, the sanctuary and educational building were damaged by high winds, which 
blew down a massive oak tree that virtually demolished the educational building and caused 
extensive damage to the rear of the sanctuary. The church began the evaluation of the best 
way to repair and renovate the property, and an architect was engaged to assist. The Session 
and the Congregation approved a master plan for a complete renovation of the entire facility, 
and on August 25, 1996 ground was broken. The new facilities were completed in June 1997, 
where the congregation resided until a tragic fire destroyed that facility on March 15, 2025. 
 
At the present time the displaced congregation is leasing a worship facility that previously 
occupied by a small United Methodist congregation that was closed by the area United 
Methodist district.  We currently have an average attendance of 30 at Sunday morning 
services of a membership roll including 40 communing members. There is a Wednesday 
evening prayer meeting and an adult Sunday School class.  Worship Services are held each 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. with special services during Easter, Advent and Christmas. 
The annual Chrismon Service has been a longstanding tradition at the beginning of Advent.  
 
Interested candidates for the position of pastor are invited to view our web site: 
 
 https://fpcatmore.com/ 
 
and the Facebook page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61565932286141# 
 
 
 
 



FIRE ARTICLES:  
https://www.northescambia.com/2025/03/massive-fire-destroys-atmore-church-with-
photo-gallery 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlMzaYLVvq4 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKDy04x59qs 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHxylrkKgXM 
 
 


