PCA Church Plant
In Bedford, Va

Prospectus

The Place and The People
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The town of Bedford is home to 6,700 citizens and is the town center of Bedford
County, within which there are more than 80,000 individuals. Bedford itself is
known as the best little town or sometimes as the biggest little town in Virginia. It
Is also home to the D-Day Memorial, the Peaks of Otter, and some of the best
small businesses, restaurants, and breweries in all of Virginia. Bedford County is
a rural paradise, sitting at the foot of and leading up into the Blue Ridge
Mountains and dotted with dairy farms and orchards. Both the county and city
are composed of predominately hard-working, blue-collar families working in the
manufacturing industry, retail trade, warehousing, utilities, public administration,
and health care/social services.
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There are a significant number of reformed churches in the two “small cities” that
surround Bedford County (Roanoke and Lynchburg). However, the distance
between these two cities (and between Biblically reformed churches) is about an
hour. There are a handful of churches in Bedford that are almost exclusively
main-line churches or more conservative dispensational churches. There are two
Presbyterian Churches in Bedford that are part of the PCUSA. Beyond this,
there is no representation from the PCA, EPC, OPC, or any other confessional
and reformed church. In addition, Bedford has experienced a shift in the last 20
years, away from traditional religions and religious beliefs towards paganism,
agnosticism, atheism, and new age beliefs, predominately as a response to
negative experiences with the modern church.
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THE PLANTER
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Our ideal church planting pastor is someone with several years of ordained pastoral experience and
some interest or experience in church planting, who would be willing to serve on staff at Mercy
(www.mercypres.org) and develop a core group for 6-18 months before launching a new daughter
church in the Bedford area. Interested men please email office@mercypres.org.

Responsibilities
As a church planting pastor, on staff at Mercy, this minister’s time and energy will be divided
between two primary areas of responsibility:

1. Church Planting Responsibilities

a. Pray for the gospel to be vibrant within the church plant’s core group and in the Bedford area.

b. Be a servant leader who humbly collaborates with other leaders through the planting process.

c. Work closely with the Mercy and the Session of Mercy until such time as the church plant
matures and can be organized into a particular church.

d. Build gospel-centered relationships with the core group members and lead core group meetings.
e. Prepare the soil for the church plant through community outreach, evangelistic efforts, strategic
planning, and relationship building.

f. Participate in any necessary fundraising initiatives to support the church plant.

2. General Pastoral Responsibilities

a. Regularly pray for Mercy and her members.

b. Occasionally assist in worship.

c. Occasionally preach and officiate the sacraments, to develop repute with Mercy and core group.
d. Assist with various pastoral shepherding needs as shared by the pastor.

e. Work with the missions committee and deacons at Mercy to develop a more robust plan for local
missions.

Requirements

1. Maintain an exemplary Christian testimony in humble dependence on the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.

2. Meet the biblical and denominational requirements to be a PCA teaching elder.

3. Be approved by the MNA assessment center or have a track record of proven church planting
ability.

4. Possess a shepherd’s heart, desire to love people and be involved in their lives.

5. Exhibit relational wisdom and discernment in handling difficult pastoral situations.

6. Have proven Christ-centered, expository preaching and teaching skills suitable for a “gathering”
ministry.

7. Be committed to planting a church that will bear a “family resemblance” to Mercy while being its
own distinct and particular church, not a “clone” of the mother church.
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