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FORMAT FOR OVERTURES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

Submission guidelines: 
Please send your overture to ac@pcanet.org.  We prefer to receive two files: 

 A Word file we use to format for standardizing and Commissioner Handbook needs. 

 A signed PDF. 
If you prefer to send your signed copy via the mail, please address to: 

PCA Office of the Stated Clerk 
1700 North Brown Road 
Suite 105 
Lawrenceville, GA 30043 

 
The due dates for all overtures may be found on the Due Dates page 003 of this Handbook. 
 
Format template: 
 
Overture from the Presbytery of_______________________________________________ 
 
Whereas__________________________________________________________________ 
 ________________________________________________________; and 

 

Whereas__________________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________; and 

 

Whereas__________________________________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________; 

 
Therefore be it resolved______________________________________________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 ______________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Adopted by___________________________Presbytery at its stated meeting, (date)_______ 
Attested by TE/RE (Signature)___________________________________, stated clerk 
 
       (Print Name)__________________________________________________ 
 

 
From RAO Article XI on Overtures: 
 
11-4. An overture ordinarily is the request of a presbytery for action by the General Assembly 
upon a specific matter. 
 
11-5. Upon receipt the Stated Clerk shall refer all overtures requesting amendment of the 
Book of Church Order or the Rules of Assembly Operations to the Committee on Constitutional 
Business for its advice to the Overtures Committee. Upon receipt, the Stated Clerk shall forward 
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all overtures concerning presbytery boundaries or a new presbytery to the permanent 
Committee on Mission to North America. Any overture, other than an overture proposing 
amendment to the Constitution (which shall be referred to the Committee on Constitutional 
Business for its advice to the Overtures Committee), having to do with the nature or 
responsibilities of a permanent Committee or Agency shall be referred by the Clerk to the 
appropriate permanent Committee or Agency or ad interim committee. All other overtures shall 
be referred to the Overtures Committee. An overture proposing amendment to the Constitution 
shall be referred only to the Overtures Committee for consideration and recommendation; such 
an overture, however, may be referred to other Committees of Commissioners, other permanent 
Committees or Agencies, or other ad interim committees for advice only, to the Overtures 
Committee. All overtures shall be published in the Commissioner Handbook with reference for 
consideration indicated. 
 
11-6.  All overtures requiring references to the Committee on Constitutional Business shall be 
delivered by at least sixty (60) days prior to the opening of the General Assembly to the Stated 
Clerk in order to be referred to the committee.  No overture requiring reference to the 
permanent Committee on Constitutional Business received later than sixty (60) days prior to the 
opening of the General Assembly by the Stated Clerk shall be referred or considered by the 
General Assembly convening in that year. 
 
11-7. All other overtures shall be delivered to the Stated Clerk at least ninety (90) days prior to 
the opening of the General Assembly in order to be included in the Commissioner Handbook for 
the next meeting of the General Assembly. 
 
11-8. Overtures received after the Commissioner Handbook is published, and at least one (1) 
month (31 days) prior to the opening of the General Assembly shall be reported to the Assembly 
by the Stated Clerk, together with reference. 
 
11-9. No overtures received by the Stated Clerk less than one month prior to the opening of the 
meeting of the General Assembly shall be referred to or considered by the General Assembly 
convening in that year. An overture proposed by a commissioner to the General Assembly during 
its proceedings shall be treated as new business (cf. 13-1, 13-2). 
 
11-10. No overture will be considered by the General Assembly until it first has been presented 
to a presbytery.  If approved by the presbytery, it will come before the Assembly as the overture 
of that court.  An overture requested by an individual communicant, a teaching elder, or a 
session, but rejected by the presbytery, may be presented to the Assembly, provided the fact 
that it was rejected by the presbytery is clearly stated with the overture. 
 
11-11. All communications or overtures which propose or request that General Assembly 
appoint a study committee for any purpose shall contain as a part of the request or proposal a 
statement of the maximum amount to be budgeted for the study committee (see 9-2). 
 
11-12. No communication or overture shall be received that seeks to memorialize someone. 


