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Warrington Presbyterian Church
Church Profile and Information Packet

Congregational profile of communing and non-communing members:

a. Ages (Total members 158):
i. 31 Age 80 years old+
ii. 5 Age 70-79 years old
iii. 14 Age 60-69 years old
iv. 18 Age 50-59 years old
v. 19 Age 40-49 years old
vi. 14 Age 30-39 years old
vii. 16 Age 20-29 years old
viii. 23 Age 10-19 years old
ix. 10 Age under 10
X. 8 unknown ages

b. Marital Status
i. 67 members are married
ii. 25 members are widowed
iii. 37 members are single, not including children

c. Membership growth and loss

i. 2008
1. Gains:
a. Profession of Faith, Adults: 3
b. Reaffirmation of Faith: 1
2. Losses:
a. Death: 2
b. Transfer of Letter: 1
c. Removal from Roll: 11
ii. 2009
1. Gains:
a. Profession of Faith, Children: 4
b. Transfer of Letter: 1
c. Reaffirmation of Faith: 3
2. Losses:

a. Death: 5
b. Transfer of Letter: 3
¢. Removal from Roll: 6
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I1. Brief church history on Warrington Presbyterian Church®
a. Although the current Warrington Presbyterian Church was organized some 85 years later,
the original Presbyterian church in Warrington dates to 1857.

The Warrington Church near Pensacola, Florida was organized by the
authority of the South Alabama Presbytery in the summer of 1857, presumably
by P. J. Sparrow, H. N. Pharr, and W. A. Carter, as they were appointed to this
duty the previous April. The charter members numbered fifteen, the first elder
was J. E. Robinson, elected and installed. Sparrow seems to have been the only
pastor they ever had. By 1860, their membership had increased to twenty. Yet
Presbytery dissolved the little society October 19, 1861, after four years of life.

Rev. Patrick J. Sparrow was a self-educated man from the Carolinas,
who was one of the founders and first faculty members of Davidson College, and
was later President of Hampton-Sidney College of Virginia. He also was pastor
of Pensacola First Presbyterian at this time.

The Civil War began April 12, 1861. On October 9th, 1861, about 1,000
Confederate Soldiers landed at Fort Pickens and unsuccessfully attempted to remove the
Union forces stationed there. Minor skirmishes continued through May 1862, when
Confederate withdrew from the area. Union Forces occupied the area for the remainder
of the Civil War.? It is likely that the South Alabama Presbytery disbanded the original
Warrington Church, because the land upon which the original church stood was under
Union control.* From 1861 to 1946, Warrington was without a Presbyterian Church.

The current Warrington Presbyterian Church was organized on Friday night,
September 27, 1946, at 7:30 p.m. with 115 charter members. Around 35 members were
received on profession of faith that night. Three elders and three deacons were elected,
ordained and installed. This church came into existence under the sponsorship of the First
Presbyterian Church and the faithful labors of Rev. H. E. Iverson. The Warrington
Presbyterian Church received a grant of $5,000 from the Home Mission Emergency fund
on a church home. The first meeting places were the Turner-Lee-Day School® and the
Navy Point Theater®. Mr. William Fisher, an elder of the First Presbyterian Church,
donated the land on which the church is now located.

Before the formal organization meeting in early March, 1946, a “Presbyterian Advance
Committee,” membership comprised of session members from the Mcllwain Memorial and First
Presbyterian Churches, met to find a minister to organize a Presbyterian Church in the
Warrington community, adjacent to the Naval Air Station. Rev. H. E. Iverson (Ned), who had
just been released from the Naval Service as Chaplain, attended this meeting. Rev. Donald A.
Swicord, Superintendent of Home Missions for Florida Presbytery, urged Mr. Iverson to consider
this challenge. The Joint Committee extended the call and this was accepted by Rev. Iverson.

! This history, updated in April 2010, is taken from church histories published for the 20", 30", 50" and 60"
anniversaries and other references as noted.

2 Rev. J. W. Marshall, Springfield, Florida on the occasion of the 20" Anniversary of Warrington Presbyterian
Church in 1966.

® http://fcit.usf.edu/Florida/lessons/cvl_war/cvl_warl.htm

* Marshall Ibid.

> Turner-Lee-Day School is no longer standing. It was located at 30°23’06.69”N, 87°16°36.56”"W

® Navy Point Theater is no longer standing. It was located at 30°22°42.96”N, 87°17°23.28”W
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Upon arriving in Pensacola, the new minister learned that the situation had changed
somewhat since his conference with the Joint Committee in that the First Presbyterian Church
wished to carry on the work independent of outside help. This brought to fruition the dream of
some years standing—that of giving birth to a church in Warrington. The time was now ripe.

Easter Sunday 1946 was chosen as an appropriate occasion for the founding of the new
mission and the first day of its worship. Publicity was given to the event in the form of newspaper
notices and handbills. With the arrival of the long anticipated day, there were in attendance for
Sunday school some thirty people and approximately twice that number for morning worship.
The few months following saw steady growth in the new church.

Dr. John Thomas of the First Presbyterian Church urged that the church seek a charter. At
the suggestion of Dr. Thomas, Rev. C.G. Partridge was asked to help effect a called meeting of
the Presbytery for the purpose of constituting a church.

The day of fulfillment arrived. Elder V. G. Philips of Tallahassee, past moderator,
convened Presbytery with prayer, appointed a clerk, and asked Dr. Thomas to preside. Dr. Donald
A. Swicord, Superintendent of Home Missions and returned missionary from Korea, delivered an
inspiring message. The moderator stated the purpose of the meeting and Mr. lverson replied with
a statement of the readiness of the people to be formed into a church, reading as evidence, a
petition signed by those who requested charter membership. To this list, Presbytery permitted six
additional names to be added later, bringing the number of charter members to one hundred
fifteen.

The first act of the body was to select a name. The Warrington Presbyterian Church was
unanimously agreed upon. The election of church officers was the next step taken. Elders elected
were QOattis H. Baker, R. D. Coble, James W. Lawson, and Hugh A. Ray. Deacons elected were
John W. Burge, C. G. Davis, Alvin H. Webb, and W. E. Jones. These names were submitted by
the nominating committee through the chairman, Mrs. E. C. Boos. The church unanimously
called Mr. Iverson as pastor. He accepted and the charge was delivered by Rev. C. G. Partridge.
Presbytery then installed Mr. lverson as pastor.

The Warrington Presbyterian Church now stood as an independent church body, founded
upon the Bible as God’s Holy Word, dedicated to promulgating the Gospel, seeking to glorify the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The members continued meeting at the Turner-Lee-Day School for Sunday school and
evening services with the morning service being held in the Navy Point Theater for almost a year.
A Quonset Hut” was purchased and erected and the pews, surplus property from the old
Barrancas Chapel, were given to the Church by the Navy. On July 6, 1947, the Quonset was
dedicated by Rev. John D. Thomas as a new sanctuary. On that day, the building and grounds
were dedicated free of debt. The church will always be grateful to the First Presbyterian Church
for the part it played in establishing the Warrington Presbyterian Church.

The first meeting of the Sunday School Class of Women of Warrington Presbyterian
Church (now called the Women in the Church [WIC]) was held in the home of Mrs. C.G. Davis,
107 S. First Street, November 1946. There were nine ladies present and it was unanimously voted
to have the following officers for the class:

" The Quonset hut is no longer standing. It was located where the existing fellowship halls sits at 30°22°55.09”N,
87°16°38.25"W
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President Mrs. W. E, Bryan, Jr
Vice President Mrs. P. Cole
Secretary-Treasurer Mrs. Earl Griffith

At this first WIC meeting, the ladies decided to ask Rev. Iverson to organize a choir.

From this humble beginning the Warrington Presbyterian Church grew. Crowded
conditions brought about the erection of a two-story concrete block Sunday school building
located next to the Quonset hut. The church also purchased a manse at 1208 Poppy Avenue in the
Lakewood subdivision.

In 1954, the Rev, John T. McCrea started the building campaign for the current
sanctuary. This dream was brought to completion under Rev. Bruce Wideman. The existing
sanctuary was completed and the first service held on Sunday, September 1%, 1957.

The current Fellowship Hall was completed in 1971 and sits on the location of the
original Quonset hut and concrete block Sunday school building. The building was funded with a
bond initiative whose underwriter went bankrupt, causing great financial distress to the church.
However, God provided and the facility was paid for a few years later.

On September 9, 1973, the Warrington Presbyterian Church requested release from the
jurisdiction of the Florida Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in the United States because of
doctrinal differences emerging in the denomination. The request was granted on October 16,
1973. On January 6, 1974, the congregation voted to become members of the Gulf Coast
Presbytery of the Presbyterian Church in America. Warrington Presbyterian was received by the
Gulf Coast Presbytery on February 2, 1974. This change was made in the spirit of good will
towards the old denomination, yet in keeping with a desire to be faithful to the scriptures and the
reformed faith.

The sixties and seventies saw the peak of membership for Warrington Presbyterian
Church, with approximately 650 communicants on the church rolls. However, demographic
changes and a difficult period in the mid seventies caused a reduction in membership over the
next generation.

In the early nineties, the church adopted its mission, “To Know Him and to Make Him
Known!” Warrington Presbyterian continues to be a small, loving and Bible-believing church to
this day.

In September 2004, Hurricane lvan caused significant damage to the facilities of
Warrington Presbyterian Church. However, through God’s faithfulness, resources were provided
allowing for repairs and many upgrades.

Pastors:
Rev. Ned Iverson (1946-1949) Rev. Robert Hess (1949-1950)
Rev. John T. McCrea (1951-1955) Rev. Bruce Wideman (1955-1974)
Rev. E. Crowell Cooley (1974-1977) Rev. A. M. Quarles  (1978-1979)

Rev. Robert S. Hornick  (1980-present)

Assistant Pastors:
Rev. Tommy Roddy Rev. Stephen Sloop Jr.
Rev. Lanier Ellis Rev. Robert Brunson
Dr. Jerry Robbins (current)
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d. Men to the Ministry from our Church:

George Kell Roy Meyers Jack Corzine

Rg. G. Balnicky Charles O. Shultz Robert Hand
Wm. P. Lee Kenneth Wilson H. L. Vaughn, Jr.
E. C. Stanton Jack Waller Jerry Robbins
David Wideman Thomas C. Winslow

I11. Community profile: Warrington
a. Population in July 2007: 15,664.

Males: 7,518 (48.0%)
Females: 8,146 I (52.0%)
Median resident age: 36.2 years
Florida median age: 38.7 years

. Zip code: 32507.
c. Estimated median household income in 2008: $35,853 ( $30,459 in 2000)

Warrington: $35,853
Florida: $47,778
d. Estimated per capita income in 2008: $21,564
Warrington CDP income, earnings, and wages data
e. Estimated median house or condo value in 2008: $113,147 ( $63,100 in 2000)
Warrington: $113,147
Florida: $218,700
f.  Mean prices in 2008
i. All housing units: $152,944;
ii. Detached houses: $156,306;
iii. Townhouses or other attached units: $179,704;
iv. In 3-to-4-unit structures: $251,598;
V. In 5-or-more-unit structures: $171,651;
vi. Mobile homes: $43,068;
g. Read more: http://www.city-data.com/city/Warrington-florida.html#ixzzOkZHUSZWs
h. Numbers for all commands aboard NAS Pensacola
i. Staff (including both military and civilians): 8,200
ii. Students (residents for 4 to 18 weeks each, depending on school): 42,400

V. Vision Statement
a.  Our vision for WPC is to be a lighthouse: to shine in a dark world, to give hope through

the love of Christ, to guide using the Word of God, and to illuminate our community and
the lives we touch.

V. Description of Worship Services
a. Sunday school classes begin at 9:30 a.m. each week. There are classes for everyone:
nursery, children, youth, college and career, and the adult classes. Our worship service
begins at 11:00 a.m. and is a blended service. Each service begins with prayer and ends


http://www.city-data.com/zips/32507.html�
http://www.city-data.com/income/income-Warrington-Florida.html�
http://www.city-data.com/city/Warrington-florida.html#ixzz0kZHUSZWs�
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with the benediction. Three traditional hymns and two praise songs are sung; after the
second hymn (children’s hymn) the young children (up to 5™ grade) are dismissed for
children’s church. As the sermon begins, we pray and then the Gospel is read. The
sermon is preached and then the final hymn is sung. After the benediction, everyone
holds hands, sings Spirit of the Living God and then all greet one another.

The first Sunday of every month we have a prayer and praise service which begins at
6:30 p.m. We meet in the fellowship hall, circle the chairs, pray for a variety of items and
interject praise music.

Every Wednesday night is the Family Refresher. Dinner is served beginning at 5:15 p.m.,
praise music at 6:00 p.m., Bible study at 6:15 p.m. During the Bible study time, there are
three separate sections: adult class, the youth and Kid Connection (children). Nursery is
available.

V1. Outreach and Church Events

January

e Communion Observed

February

e Valentine’s Dinner

March

Communion Observed

Youth Camping Trip

Men’s Retreat

(Sometimes includes April items)

April

Good Friday Service
Candy Hunt
Early Outdoor service

May

Communion Observed
Mother’s Day Luncheon
Graduate’s Dinner
Church Picnic

Relay for Life

June

Children/Youth Sunday School Promotion
Father’s Day Luncheon

Summer Youth Activities

Community Chorale

July

Communion Observed
Summer Youth Activities

August

VBS
Summer Youth Activities

September

Communion Observed
Friendship Tea

October

Trunk-R-Treat and Chili Cook-Off
Area PCA Joint Reformation Day Service
Youth Camping Trip

November

Communion Observed
Thanksgiving baskets for WEAC
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December

¢ Neighborhood Caroling and Treats Distribution
e Christmas Eve Candle Light Service

a. Regularly Scheduled Events:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
Vii.
viii.

iX.
X.
Xi.

Xil.
Xiii.

VII.

Sunday School — Sundays 9:30 — 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship — Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. —12:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting — 1* Sunday of each month 5:30 — 6:30 p.m.
Session Meetings — 1* Saturdays of each month 7:30 — 9:30 a.m.
Deacon Meetings — 2" Saturdays of each month 7:00 — 9:00 a.m.
WIC Board Meeting — 4" Wednesday of each month 4:45- 5:15 p.m.
WIC Circle Meeting — 1* Tuesday of each month
Family Refresher — Wednesdays 5:15 — 7:00 p.m.

1. Family Refresher = Dinner, Praise Worship, and Bible Study: Youth

Group, Kid’s Connection, and Adult Small Group

Hansen’s Small Group Bible Study — Thursdays 5:30 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study — Tuesdays 7:00 — 8:00 a.m.
[lluminate — 2™ Saturday of each month

1. Iluminate is the college and career small group Bible study
Adult Sunday School Social—2" Friday of each month
Young Adult Sunday School Social—2™ Saturday of each month

Session and Diaconate profiles

a. Session Profile

Teaching Elder: Dr. Jerry Robbins
Church Responsibilities: associate pastor and Sunday school teacher
Family Status: married with two children
Work Status: associate pastor at WPC and teacher at a public high school
Ruling Elder: Brian Alaback
Church Responsibilities: clerk of the session and Sunday school teacher
Family Status: married with four children
Work Status: principal at a public elementary school
Ruling Elder: James Hansen
Church Responsibilities: adult choir and ruling elder (LOA)
Family Status: married with two children
Work Status: retired engineer for local electric power company

iv. Ruling Elder: Julian Irby

Church Responsibilities: ruling elder and church retreat organizer
Family Status: married with three children
Work Status: retired military and owner of local engineering firm

b. Diaconate Profile

Richard “Al”” Alaback

Church Responsibilities: deacon

Family Status: married with 2 children

Work Status: retired military and owner of local carpet-cleaning business
Bruce Davio

Church Responsibilities: deacon

Family Status: married with one child
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Work Status: retired military and retired retail supply distributor
iii. Charles Green
Church Responsibilities: church treasurer, audio-video technician
Family Status: married with one child
Work Status: technology consultant and project manager
iv. Rob McManus
Church Responsibilities: deacon
Family Status: married with two children
Work Status: retired military
V. Roy Reger
Church Responsibilities: secretary for the board of deacons
Family Status: married with three children
Work: retired military and handyman
vi. John Semaan
Church Responsibilities: chairman of diaconate, Wednesday night cook,
member of praise team
Family Status: married with two children
Work: retired military and multicultural instructor (contractor for the
USN)
vii. Jere Williams
Church Responsibilities: deacon
Family Status: married with four children
Work: retired military

VIIl. Explanation of current pulpit vacancy
a. Current Pastor Robert Hornick has announced his retirement effective September 2010.
As teaching elder for three decades, he brought a special sense of unity and kinship to
Warrington Presbyterian Church.

IX. Pulpit Nominating Committee’s Biographies:
a. Joanne Adams
i. 78 yearsold
ii. 35 years at WPC
iii. Retired first and second grade teacher

iv. Although I was not born into a Christian family, | received Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Savior in my early thirties, and have spent the remainder of my life
developing my relationship with Him, and serving Him as he has enabled me.

v. During the years that | have been at WPC, | have been primarily involved in

teaching both adults and children, evangelism and discipling, starting the
Canning Hunger Program, developing our current e-mail prayer chain, and
serving on the WIC Board as devotional chairman, secretary, and caring and
sharing chairman.
b. Brian Alaback
i. 38 yearsold
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ii. 29 years at WPC

iii. Elementary principal

iv. | have been married for fourteen years and have four children.

v. lam ruling elder who also teaches the young adult Sunday school class.

c. Bethany Balkom
i. 20 yearsold

ii. 16 years at WPC

iii. Full-time student

iv. |am a native of Pensacola, have gone to WPC for 16 years, attend the University
of West Florida in Pensacola, will graduate in 2012, and plan on becoming a high
school math teacher.

v. | teach children on Wednesday nights, am a co-director for VBS, chair the
graduation committee, work in the sound room on Sundays, occasionally produce
PowerPoint slides for the Sunday morning services, and sometimes play the
piano during the Sunday service.

d. Amber Green
i. 30 years old

ii. 13 years at WPC

iii. Part time WPC finance director and stay-at-home mom

iv. When | was sixteen years old, | met my future husband at this church in a youth
group function. We were married here, and we’ve baptized our only child here.
We’ve moved out of state and attended many other churches, but this is the place
where we always felt like active members. My interests are in raising my three
year old daughter in a faithful home, photography, sewing, outdoor activities, and
family gatherings.

v. Inaddition to my duties as finance director, | work the PowerPoint viewer in the
sound booth during service, occasionally make PowerPoint slides for Sunday
morning services, act as secretary taking minutes for the WIC board, sit in as
occasional small group leader for youth group, and co-direct Vacation Bible
School.

e. Julian Irby
i. 50 years old

ii. 39 years at WPC

iii. Engineer/business owner

iv. |am ahusband, dad, retired naval officer and owner of an engineering firm with
a passion for Christ through Warrington Presbyterian Church.

v. | have been a deacon and am now an elder, support the youth, and support adult
fellowship opportunities.

f. Jeffrey Pribble
i. 36 years old
ii. 5yearsat WPC
iii. Teacher and youth director

iv. Having grown up as a pastor’s kid, my twin careers in secondary education and
youth ministry have become an entirely natural vocation and my goal is to serve
the Lord as He teaches me servant leadership.

v. | direct the youth program, run the Wednesday evening music ministry, and
coordinate the Sunday morning praise team.

g. Cindy Raske
i. 53 yearsold
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ii. 19 years at WPC

iii. Management assistant with NJROTC

iv. | have been very community oriented since | was young and am now actively
involved with Relay for Life.

v. | have held various positions in WIC (secretary, vice president and president),
sing in the praise team as well as the adult choir, am part of the church bells
choir, and help pick hymns for Sunday service.

h. Roy Reger
i. 53 yearsold

ii. 22 years at WPC

iii. Retired navy and handyman

iv. | joined the Navy at age seventeen to see the world and after thirty years was told
to go home. | married at age twenty, and my wife raised our three sons while |
was at work. We are still happily married and have two granddaughters.

v. | am adeacon, door greeter, usher, and helper.

i. John Semaan
i. 43 yearsold

ii. 7yearsat WPC

iii. Retired navy and international student manager for NATTC on board NAS

iv. | have been married for eighteen years and have two children. | was born in Tyre,
Lebanon and emigrated to the U.S. with my parents in 1973; | was naturalized in
1979. I like being with my wife, children and my church family and sharing the
love of Christ and the good news with anyone around me. My hobbies are story-
telling, fishing, and cooking.

v. | have been a deacon for four years and do a lot of the cooking at church.

X. Pastor’s job description
a. Please reference “Job Description for Senior Pastor Position.”

XI. List of staff
a. Jerry Robbins
i. Jan 2005 - present
ii. Part Time Assistant Pastor for Discipleship and Assimilations
iii. Duties: teach one adult Sunday school class; substitute preaching for senior
pastor; assist and participate in visitation of first time visitors within one week of
visiting our church; coordinate and facilitate relationships and helping people get
involved in church life; make hospital visits; and participate in pastor mentorship
study with senior pastor.
b. Jeff Pribble
i. May 2005 - present
ii. Part Time Youth Director
iii. Duties: discipleship; youth group; outreach; service projects; campus outreach;
retreats; parental involvement; and family ministry.
c. May James
i. Feb 1994 - present
ii. Part Time Receptionist
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iii. Duties: answer all phone calls; create and photocopy Sunday bulletins and
messengers; act as liaison between needy families and local outreach Warrington
Emergency Aid Center (WEAC); maintain family profiles and contact
information; compile and distribute monthly newsletter.

Susan Myrick
i. Oct 1989 - present
ii. Part Time Choir and Music Director

iii. Duties: select music for Sunday worship; lead practice of the choir group; lead

worship by playing organ or grand piano for Sunday worship service.
Amber Green
i. Sept 2008 - present

ii. Part Time Financial Director

iii. Duties: provide monthly reports of church’s income, expenses, and payroll
activities; provide special giving reports; print and disperse all checks, payroll
and expenses; quarterly reports to state and federal government for employees
deductions for payroll taxes; year end and quarterly reports for budgeting
purposes, balance bank statements and report uncleared checks; advise budget
tracking; and balance contributions to bank statements.

Walt Desteli
i. June 2006 - present

ii. Part Time Custodian

iii. Duties: open and secure building for all functions, adjust heating and cooling;
clean the lavatories; monitor the consumable needs and report any requirements;
remove paper and trash by vacuum cleaning the carpet and buffing the tile floors;
maintenance of the buildings and outdoor grounds.

Christina Ryerson
i. Nov 2007 - present

ii. Part Time Nursery Worker

iii. Duties: lead in care of infants to age four children in the church nursery; maintain
the nursery; and disinfect toys periodically.

XIl.  WPC Physical Resources consist of three buildings and two parking lots

a.

The church sanctuary is on the corner of Sunset Ave and Navy Blvd was completed in
1957 and has pew seating for about 440 people. The facility is equipped with a stage that
accommodates a pulpit, choir seating, a pipe organ and piano. A sound booth and
audio/visual equipment including two large projection screens were recently added. The
walls, ceiling and floors are well worn and in need of repair and refurbishment.

The education building was completed in 1971 and consists of three floors. The ground
floor has a nursery, kitchen and fellowship hall that can seat up two 200 people, office
spaces for the pastor, associate pastor and two secretaries. The second floor has seven
main classrooms, one of which is used as the choir loft. There are ten smaller rooms some
of which are used for storage. The third floor consists of two large open areas currently
unused and in need of refurbishing.

The youth building is much smaller than the other two buildings and is divided into two
halves. One side is used by our youth and the other side is rented to a Korean
Presbyterian church.
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d. All three structures are mortgage-free and have received new roofs, air conditioning, and
heating system upgrades within the last five years.



